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STAFF: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
ROBERT  N.C.  McCTJRDY,  M.  B.  ,  Ch.  B.  ,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

R.C.R.  ROBINSON,  M.  S.  I.  A.  ,  A*  R.  San,  I. 
COMMITTEES  concerned  with  matters  of  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Public  Health,  Highways  and  Town  Planning  Committee. 


Waterworks  Committee, 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds  Commit tee, 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Are  a  in  acre  s . ............ . . . .  •  7, 096 

Population  (estimated  at  mid-year  by  Registrar  General  ,,  4,590 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . . . .  1  ,478 

Rateable  Value  . . . .  £24, 990 

Product  of  Id.  Rate . . . .  £104 


MNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 
To  the  Thetford  Borough  Council. 


Madam  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ny  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954* 

Although  the  birth  rate  has  not  remained  at  the  high  level  of  1953, 
it  continued  to  be  above  the  national  and  district  rates.  The  death  rate 
rose  substantially  and  was  considerably  above  the  national  and  district 
rates.  This  increase  was  largely  due  to  an  increase  in  deaths  from  heart 
diseases  and  bronchitis. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  caused  one  death.  There  were  seven 
deaths  from  this  cause  in  this  area  of  Norfolk  at  an  average  age  of  60.4 
years.  The  expectation  of  life  at  birth  is  now  over  70  years. 

The  graph  overleaf  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung 
and  bronchus  in  England  and  Wales  in  each  year  since  1935. 

"If  many  thousands  of  people  are  dying  annually  from  a  disease  and 
statistical  evidence  indicates  that  the  probability  is  very  high  that  the 
main  cause  lies  in  an  article  X,  it  is  hardly  sensible  to  sit  back  and  wait, 
maybe  20  years,  for  the  experimental  evidence.  Indeed  unequivocal  evidence 
may  never  be  obtained  in  a  case  of  a  disease  which  takes  a  very  long  time 
to  develop  in  man  after  application  of  an  irritant  or  of  an  initiator.  In 
such  a  case  the  responsibility  of  advising  the  community  is  a  serious  one, 
and  it  is  idle  to  suppose  it  can  be  evaded  by  pretending  that  statistical 
evidence  alone  is  of  no  account. 

We  are  faced  with  such  a  situation  today  in  regard  to  lung  cancer  and 
tobacco- smoking,  and,  whilst  it  is  fortunate  that  tobacco  is  not  a  necessity 
of  life,  the  position  is  complicated  by  considerations  of  finance”. 

(British  Medical  Journal,  17th  October,  1953). 

Whilst  it  is  fortunate  that  tobacco  is  not  a  necessity  of  life,  this 
circumstance  helps,  paradoxically,  to  prevent  anything  very  much  being  done 
about  the  problem.  If  a  small  number  of  deaths  were  believed  to  be  due  to 
a  certain  water  supply*  steps  would  at  once  be  taken  to  provide  an 
alternative  supply  pending  investigations.  In  the  case  of  tobacco  it  is 
only  too  easy  for  the  official  shoulder  to  be  shrugged  with  the  excuse  that 
it  is  up  to  the  individual  tobdecide  for  himself  whether  the  use  of  tobacco 
involves  an  amount  of  risk  which  it  is  unwise  to  take. 

Of  infectious  diseases  notified,  there  was  an  increase  in  cases  of 
whooping  cough  and  a  large  drop  in  cases  of  measles.  For  the  second  year 
running  no  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  1949.  Regulation  20. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  regulation. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  This 
achievement  is,  I  believe,  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  encouraging  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
in  shops,  restaurants  and  other  places  v/here  food  is  sold  to  the  public. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  section. 
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MEDICAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Live  births  . 


45 


36 


81 


Stillbirths 


•  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  »  • 


POPULATION  AT  MED-YEAD,  BIRTHS ,  BIRTHRATE ,  STILLBIRTHS,  STILLBIRTH  RATES, 

DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954  i 

Population . . . 

4,385 

4,456 

4,555 

4,550 

4,590  | 

Births  (total)  . 

72 

80 

65 

94 

81  ! 

. . . . ] 

Birthrate  per  1,000  of 

population  . 

16.4 

17.9 

14.3 

20.7 

1 

i 

17.6  | 

Stillbirths  . 

✓ 

0 

2 

1 

2 

3  | 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 
of  population  . 

0 

0.45 

0.  22 

0.44 

i 

0.65  | 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 
total  births  ...  ... 

0 

24.4 

15.2 

20.8 

! 

I 

I 

35.7  | 

. _ . — . ! 

DEATHS. 


Male, 


Female. 


Total. 


All  age  s  ... 


•  •  t  •  •  •  •  •  • 


39 


37 


76 


Infants  under  1  year  ... 


•  •  •  «  • 


0 


0 


0 


POPULATION  AT  MID-YEAR,  DEATHS,  DEATHRATE ,  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  INFANT 

MORTALITY  RATE,  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Population .  ... 

4,385 

4,456 

4,555 

4,550 

4,590 

Deaths  ...  ...  ... 

54 

62 

67 

67 

76 

Deathrate  per  1,000  of 

population  . 

12.3 

13.9 

14.7 

14.8 

16.6 

Infant  Deaths  ...  ... 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1 ,000  live  births  .  • . 

0 

12.5 

46. 1 

21.3 

0 
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DEATHS  PROM  CERTAIN  SELECTED  CAUSES  DURING-  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS 


Cause 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953  1  1954 

Tuberculosis . . 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

2 

3 

4 

3 

7 

Other  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Motor  vehicle  and  other 
accidents  ... 

1 

5 

5 

1 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  end 
abortion  , , . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  ...  ••• 

2 

2 

13 

13 

9 

DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  ACES  (compiled  from  returns  submitted  by  the  District 
Registrar')^ 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

TotaH 

Under 

1  year 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

1  and  under  5 

•  t  I 

#  •  • 

ill 

«  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

5  " 

»  10 

•  •  1 

•  •  • 

•  •  1 

ill 

0 

0 

0 

10  » 

"  20 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

l  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

20  « 

"  30 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

li* 

III 

0 

0 

0 

30  " 

"  40 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  1  • 

0 

0 

0 

40  " 

"  50 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

•  •• 

III 

1 

1 

2 

50  " 

'«  60 

•  It 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

2 

0 

2 

60  " 

"  70 

•  •  • 

til 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

6 

14 

70  " 

”  80 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

10 

12 

22 

o 

00 

i - - 

"  90 

t  •  • 

•  •  • 

til 

ill 

18 

14 

32 

90  and 

over 

♦  •  • 

l  •  • 

Hi 

•  •  • 

0 

4 

4 

Total 

39 

37 

76 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ACES  .ABOVE  1  YEAR  AND  BEDOV/  50. 


Age 

Group 

Sex 

Cause, 

40 

to 

50 

Male 

Coronary  occlusion. 

Female 

Carcinoma. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  (Registrar  General’s  Short  list). 


list  No. 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Polioiryelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

0 

1 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

0 

0 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

1 

1 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

ne  oplasms 

3 

2 

5 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

6 

6 

12 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

6 

3 

9 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

11 

22 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

1 

3 

22 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

0 

0 

0 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

0 

0 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

0 

1 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

0 

0 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

0 

0 

0 

30  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

2 

3 

5 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

35 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

39 

37 

76 

-  5  - 


THE  FOLLOWING-  TABLE  C  PIT  ARES  BIRTHRATES  t  DEATHRATES ,  ETC.  ,  OF  THIS 
DISTRICT  YffTH  THOSE  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  AND  OF  THE  ADT.CENISTRATIVE 

COUNTY  OF  NORFOLK  IN  1954. 


England  and 
Wale  s 

Norfolk 

District 

Birthrate .  ... 

15.2 

15.1 

17.6 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

23.4 

24.2 

o.  65 

Dca.’th.rB.'tc  iii  •••  •  •  #  •••  5 

11.3 

11.7 

1 6, 6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  ...  . . 

✓ 

25.5 

20.9 

0.0 

Tuberculosis  deathrate  per  1,000 
population  . . 

0.18 

0.11 

0.0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Disease 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites 

•  •  • 

11 

7 

6 

0 

0 

Cerebro- spinal  fever 

•  •  • 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

0 

1 

23 

1 

Whooping  cough  .  ... 

♦  •  • 

68 

52 

2 

5 

27 

Erysipelas  . 

•  II 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1  •  • 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

I)ysentery  . 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

0 

0 

4 

Me  a si es . 

•  •  • 

150 

46 

13 

144 

11 

PoliomjyeLitis  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Encephalitis  . 

III 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

•  •  • 

6 

18 

9 

10 

4 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . , . 

III 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  poisoning  ... 

ill 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Infectious  jaundice  ., 

M  | 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

-  6  - 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IM  1954,  BY  AGES. 


Disease 

Under 

1  yr. 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

2  5-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . , . 

2 

12 

11 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

27 

Erysipelas  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Dysentery  . 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

Measles  ...  ... 

0 

2 

6 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Pneumonia  . .  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

4 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1954,  BY  MONTH  OF  NOTIFICATION. 


Disease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct, 

j  Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough 

7 

6 

2 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

27 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

iO 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Measles 

2 

4 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Pneumonia 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

THE  FOLLOWING-  TABLE  SHOWS  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
-AT  31  ST  DECEMBER,  1954.  COMPARED  WITH  31  ST  DECEMBER,")  953. 


Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

31.  12.  53 

10 

14 

24 

4 

3 

7 

31 

31.  12.  54 

10 

12 

22 

. . . . - . 

4 

3 

7 

29 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rib lie  Health 
Committee,  and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff,  for  their  continued  support  and 
help  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  N.  0.  McCURDY, 

Medical  Officer  -of  Health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


for  the  year  1  954* 

SANITARY  CIROmiSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SNPPIY. 

The  public  supply  is  derived  from  a  deep  well  into  chalk  within  the 
district  boundary.  The  supply  has  remained  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity  throughout  the  year.  Approximately  192,000  gallons  of  water 
were  pumped  per  day  of  which  63,126  gallons  per  day  were  used  for  industrial 
purposes  giving  an  average  domestic  consumption  per  head  per  day  of  28.6 
gallons. 

Water  samples  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  both  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
examination.  A  copy  of  the  Chemical  Analysis  Report  is  given  as  an 
appendix. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  nineteen  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  for  Bacteriological  examination  only  and  the 
results  showed  that  the  wat er  supply  to  the  tarn  was  bacterio logic ally  of  a 
highly  satisfactory  standard. 

Practically  all  the  houses  within  the  district  have  a  piped  water 
supply,  either  direct  into  the  house  or  to  within  the  curtilege  of  the 
house. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


During  the  year'  under  review,  work  proceeded  with  the  connection  to  the 
server  of  all  those  properties  within  the  re-connection  scheme  under  the  main 
contract,  i.e.  properties  having  cesspools  from  which  there  existed  an 
overflow  through  filters  to  a  surface  water  sewer.  20  such  re-connections 
were  effected.  89  Council  houses  with  pail  closets  were  converted  and 
connected  to  the  sewer. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  27  properties  having  cesspools  only,  and  58 
properties  with  vaults  or  pails  provided  as  sanitary  accommodation,  were 
connected  and/or  converted  and  connected  to  the  new  sewer  by  the  owners,  who 
had  at  that  time  to  bear  the  full  cost  of  the  works  themselves.  Grants  of 
£20  or  half  the  sum  of  the  cost  of  connection,  whichever  is  the  least,  have 
in  most  cases  now  been  paid  by  the  Local  Authority, 

C lo  set  Accommodation • 


The  changes  during  the  year  were  as  follows :- 

(i)  Addition  of  52  water  closets  for  new  houses, 

(ii)  Conversion  of  174  vaults  and  pails  to  water  closets-, 

(iii)  6  vaults  changed  to  pail  closets. 

These  alterations  now  give  totals  of  934  water  closets,  479  pails  and 
1 95  vaults  within  the  Borough. 

Conservancy. 

A  weekly  night  soil  collection  and  disposal  has  been  carried  out  as  in 
previous  years  from  every  premise  having  a  pail  closet.  Means  of  disposal 
was  to  farm  land  and/or  to  small  pits  on  a  site  owned  by  the  Council  outside 
the  town. 

Vaults  and  cessioools  were  emptied  by  contract;  disposal  as  above.  The 
number  of  vaults  and  cesspools  emptied  in  this  way  was  as  follows:- 


•  ••  •••  •  •  • 
lit 


Cesspools 

Vaults 


•  •  • 


8 


•  •  • 


77 

92 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  on  a  weekly  "basis  and  covers 
the  whole  district  except  for  approximately  12  properties  which,  because  of 
their  extreme  isolation  from  the  collection  routes,  cannot  be  accommodated. 
The  collection  is  direct  from  the  houses  and  where  possible  rear  collections 
are  made.  The  type  of  vehicle  used  is  a  side  loading,  rear  tipping,  7 
cubic  yard  Fordson,  manned  by  a  Driver-loader  and  3  loaders. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  at  a  fixed 
quarterly  charge  which  varies  with  the  number  of  bins  collected  from  each 
premise. 

The  means  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  semi -controlled  layer  tipping 
at  a.  disused  chalk  pit  outside  the  built-up  area  of  the  town.  One  member 
of  the  vehicle  crew  carries  out  tip  maintenance  on  2-7  days  in  every  week • 

Regular  inspections  of  the  tip  were  made  and  periodic  treatments  were 
carried  out  by  the  rodent  operator  to  destroy  rats. 

Salvage  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to:- 

Mixed  waste . .  3  tons  3  cwts. 

C  ar  dbo  axd.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  to  ns. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.. 

The  following  table  simomarises  the  inspections  made  during  the  year  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector 


Description 

In spec tions. 

* 

Informal 
notices.  a 

No. 

bated. 

Drainage  of  Premises  ••• 

212 

30 

47 

Survey  of  house  drainage  for 
connection  to  new  sewer 

171 

26  re  provision 
of  new  or  alter¬ 
ations  to  closet 
ac  c  onmodat ion . 

37 

General  Nuisances  .«* 

222 

132 

. — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - . . . — . . — . J 

123 

Housing  Defects 

206 

see  section  on  Housing 

Infectious  Diseases 

5 

2  disinfections.! 

Rats  and  Mice  •••  ... 

See  Section  '‘Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949." 

Dangerous  Structures  , • • 

7 

2 

2 

Verminous  and  filthy  premises 

16 

3 

7  disinfestations 

3 

Housing  Investigations 
(re  application  for  Council 
Hous  es )  »•»  ».,  ••• 

33 

- 

- 

Factories . 

118 

13 

13 

Btik. ohoiis© s  ••  •••  ••• 

17 

2 

2 

Butchers  Shops . . 

31 

- 

- 

Food  Shops  and  Premises 

148 

9 

9 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  ••• 

46 

4 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

19 

1 

1 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ... 

62 

- 

- 

Dairies  *•»  » • «  « . . 

19 

1 

1 

Market  Stalls  ...  •  •  , 

93 

1 

1 

Public  Houses  « * •  • . • 

13 

2 

2 

Marine  Store  Dealers  . .. 

24 

- 

- 

Slaughterhouses  * .  .  • • 

197 

4 

4 

HOUSING-. 


During  the  year  under  review  a  large  number  of  houses  have  been  dealt 
with  and  requests  for  repairs  by  informal  notices  have  occasioned  a 
satisfactory  response. 
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HOUSING  (Cent 1  d)> 


1 . 

Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
in  some  respects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

. . i 

167 

2. 

The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

Ox ficer  ••  ...  ...  <>.«  ...  ••*  ... 

147 

3. 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 

Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
(a)  Serving  of  notices  requiring  execution 
of  works  . .  ...  . . .  ...  ...  ... 

or  (b)  The  making  of  demolition  orders  ...  ... 

^  CO 

•v— 

i 

i 

A" 

• 

The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution 
Oi  V/  ourli.  » •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • « •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

147 

3. 

The  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  . .  .  ... 

3 

6  • 

The  number  of  demolition  orders  made  ...  ... 

13 

7. 

The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  under  Section  11  (3) 
of  Housing  Act,  1938  .  ...  .  ••• 

5 

8. 

The  number  of  houses  demolished  . 

13 

A  number  of  complaints  of  alleged  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with 
and  the  results  of  consequent  investigations  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Estates  Officer. 

The  Estates  Officer  r eports  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the 
undermentioned  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  on  the  Council 
Estate 


Council  Houses  ...  . . .  .  •  •  42 

do  la  Li  s  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

In  addition  to  the  above,  6  Private  Houses  were  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  year. 

HOTEHTION  OF  DAIAGE  BT  PESTS  .ACT,  1949 . 

The  Council  employ  one  rnan  on  a  part-time  basis  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice, 

The  undermentioned  inspections  and  course  of  treatments  have  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  which  states 
that  -  "It  will  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as  is  practicable  that  their 
district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice." 
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Type  of 

Property 

•  .-r 

Non- Agricultural 

1 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  Other  j 

Total 

I 

Authority 

Houses 

(including  ! 

of 

I 

i 

(Inc.  Courcil 

Business 

Cols. 

Agricultural 

1 

Houses) 

Premises) 

1,  2 

1 

; 

1 

&  3. 

1 

1 

(i)  i 

(2) 

(3)  1 

(4) 

(5) 

L 

I.  Number  of  properties 

in  Loca.1  Authority's 
District 

20 

1478 

i 

1 

306 

| 

i 

1804 

19 

II.  Lumber  of  properties 

inspected  as  a 
result  of 
(a)  Notification 

32 

I 

i 

5  | 

57 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  Aet 

20 

178 

i 

21  .  219 

12 

(c)  Otherwise 
(e.g.  when 
visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose ) 

674 

t 

184  858 

9 

III.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect. 
IL)  'which  were  found 
to  -be  infested  by: 

(a)  Nats  dlinor 

(b)  Mice  (I:Iinor 

• 

1 

i 

! 

i 

!  1 

!  r 

!  1 

8 

-  •  _ 

2 

121 

5 

134-  4 

— 

- 

—  — 

2 

1 

5  1 

IV.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (in 

Sect.  Ill)  treated 
by  the  L.A. 

i  .  . 

! 

J 

| 

11  123 

i . . .. . 

5 

139 

;  Maintenance  treatment  for 
rats  in  sewers. 

All  new  sewers  in  the  town  were  test  baited.  -No 
takes  of  prebait  were  observed  over  a  period  of 

3'  days. 

Note :  The  above  figures  in  each  case  relate  to  the  number  of  properties  inspected 
and  not  to  the  number  of  inspections,  infestations  or  treatments  at  each  property* 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

(i)  Milk  Supply* 

Milk  Distribution  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  two  dairies  situate  in 
the  district  have  maintained  a  high  standard  of  cleanlin'ess.  Regular 
inspections  of  all  vehicles  used  in  the  area  for  the  distribution  of  milk  have 
been  made  to  ensure  that  cleanliness  v/as  observed  by  personnel  to  prevent 
contamination  of  milk  in  transit. 


FOOD  INSPECTION  (Correa), 
(ii )  Meat  and  Other  Foods* 


A  considerable  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  examined  during 
the  year  resulting  in  the  following  list  of  foods  being  condemned  and 
destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 


Tomato  Puree  .  •  •  •  • 

Meat  (imparted)  ...  . . 

Cheese  . . «  •••  •• 

Fish  . « .  •••  » . 

Various  tinned  foods  • • 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  t  • 


•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

9  I  • 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

•  #  t 

•  •  • 


327  lbs. 
174-  lbs. 
59  lbs. 
29  lbs. 
411  tins. 


The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  was  by  incineration  carried 
out  mainly  at  the  Corporation  tip • 


MEAT . 


Slaught  e  rhou  s  es . 


Following  the  decontrol  of  meat  in  July  this  year,  two  private 
slaughterhouses  were  brought  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  to  serve  three 
of  the  six  butchers  shops  in  the  area.  Licences  were  granted  under 
Section  57  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  to  the  owners  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  The  three  butchers  not  using  the  slaughterhouses  obtain  their 
meat  supplies  from  outside  the  Borough  area. 

Although  the  number  of  animals  killed  has  not  been  large,  some  200 
visits  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughterhouses  necessitated  by  the 
frequency  of  slaughtering  in  small  quantities. 

The  general  quality  of  the  animals  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouses 
has  been  good,  mainly  because  the  butchers  have  been  able  to  select  the 
animals  at  markets  and  have  not  been  forced  to  take  the  first  that  comes. 
The  total  amount  of  fresh  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unsound  and  unfit  for 
food  was  604  lbs  of  which  229  lbs  was  tubercular. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  excluding  Cows  :  Calves  V Sheep 


1  cows 

1 

j  and  i 

I  Lambs  j 

j  j 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ...  ...  ... 

104 

1 

1 

~T 

171  ! 

278 

Number  inspected  .  . 

104 

1 

1  171 

1  | 

278 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

1 

' 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

\ 

- 

1  1 

j 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

28 

— 

!  i 

!  3 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 

cm 

inspected  affected  with  2 6  #5^3 

disease  other  than  tuberculosis 

..... 

- 

mm 

,  1 .75% 

0.71% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

.  i 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  • .  • 

4 

1 

— 

(  _ 

1 

i 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ..  ...  ... 

3.8^0 

! 

1 

j  - 

2.9;= 

Slaughterhouses  (Cont'd). 

Both  slaughterhouses  have  been  approved  as  deadweight  certification 
centres  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  where  pigs  only 
may  be  presented  and  certified  as  eligible  for  guarantee  payments  under  the 
Fat  stock  Guarantee  Scheme,, 

Food  Premises. 


There  are  six  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  prepared  and  preserved 
foods  and  they  have  been  periodically  inspected  throughout  the  year. 

Informal  action  was  taken  or  advice  given  in  respect  of  contraventions  of 
the  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Act.  A  good  standard  of  cleanliness 
has  been  achieved  and  maintained. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  preparing  premises  and 
premises  where  food  is  offered  for  sale  i.e.  Cafes,  Restaurants, 

Bakehouses,  Butchers,  Fried  Fish  and  Food  Shops.  Approximately  280  visits 
were  paid  to  these  premises  and  where  necessary  advice  was  given  and 
letters  have  -been  sent  requesting  works  of  repair  or  improvements  in  the 
general  facilities  in  relation  to  Section  1 3  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1938.  The  Byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly 
conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  open  air,  made  by  the  Council 
under  Section  13  of  the  Act  have  given  added  powers  to  ensure  that  the 
public  are  offered  a  clean  article  of  food. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  by  type  of  business  is  as  follows 


Type 

of  Business 

1 

o 

• 

i 

i 

i 

Cafes,  Restaurants 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14  1 

Greengrocers  • . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  0  • 

ft* 

•  •  • 

!  14  i 

Gri  OG  G3TS  #  «*  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  0  • 

•  00 

14 

Confectionery,  Cake 

s  etc . 

•  •  • 

•  ft 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i  13 

Public  Houses  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  ft 

•  •  • 

1 6 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  •  • 

o  •  • 

O  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ft 

•  •  • 

4 

Bakehouses  . . . 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•00 

3 

G-eneral  Stores  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•00 

•  00 

1  10 

Butchers  Shops  . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

■i  6 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream. 

•  •  • 

•  ft 

•  •  • 

•  t  # 

•  00 

;  14 

Dell  0  S  •  a  •  •  •  a 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ft 

0  0  0 

i  2 

Ice-Cream. 

There  are  fourteen  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  14  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  only  of  Ice-Cream.  In  all  cases 
the  Ice-Cream  is  sold  as  wrapped. 

Thirty-five  samples  were  submitted  to  tie  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  received  showed  the  samples  to 
be  graded  as  under  :- 

Grade  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 
Grade  II  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1  .  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

i 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

L .  . . _ 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1  ,  2 ,  3 ,  4  and  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

2 

9 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  • 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority 

40 

78 

10 

_ 

(iii)  Other  premises 

in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced 
by  the  local 

Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

8 

31 

4 

} 

! 

; 

! 

i 

! 

4 

TOTAL 

50 

118 

15 

I 

-  -i 

2 •  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


i 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  found.  cases  in 

1 

Particulars 

Pound 

Refe 

Remedied  j  To  H.M. 

j  Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1  ) 

2 

i 

2  | 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2  ) 

- 

_  | 

" 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S«3) 

! 

mm 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (s.4) 

' 

; 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  (a)  Insufficient 

1 

■\ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
j  defective 

11 

10  i 

- 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

.  1  - 

— 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

2 

j  1 

2 

Outwork) 

i  1 

L.  .  J... 

j 

Total 

17 

16  ;  -  ; 

— 

- 

15 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111  ). 


Section  110  j  Section  111 


! 

i 

Nature  of  Work. 

I 

f 

* 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect. 

110  (t  ) 
(c). 

No.  of 

cases 

of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prose¬ 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists. 

' 

No,  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
whole¬ 
some 

premises. 

! 

j 

i 

Noti-  Prose- 
ces  cutions 

ser¬ 
ved.  ! 

i 

| 

i 

1 

i 

Wearing  apparel 
(Making  etc.) 

1 

••  — 

Total 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

R.  C.  R.  ROBINSON, 

Sanitaiqy  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX. 


Lincolne  Sutton  &  Yfood, 

Analytical  and  Consulting  Chemists, 
Clarence  Rouse, 

6  Clarence  Road, 

Norwich. 

Cert.  No.  1221.  E.  29th  March,  195*4-. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER. 


Sample  received  from:  Inspector  R.  C.  R.  Robinson,  Municipal  Offices,  Thetford. 

Marked:  TEC/54/lC.  Public  Supply,  tap  in  Local  Health  Office,  Tanner  St.  22,3.54 
Appearance  when  received:  I.  ,  '  clear. 

Colour:  Nil  A.P.H.A. )  Units.  Odour:  Nil 

Hazen  ) 

Reaction:  Neutral  pH  7.2.  Taste:  Satisfactory. 

RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  ILELILON. 


Ammoniac al  nitrogen:  0.02  Hardness  as  CaC03: 

Albuminoid  nitrogen:  0.02  Total:  245 

Nitrate  nitrogen:  7.0  Carbonate  (temporary):  200 

Nitrite  nitrogen  Nil  Non-carbonate  (permanent)  45 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  24  Alkalinity  as  CaC03*‘  200 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hr.  27  C) :  0.28  Free  carbon  dioxide:  19.5 

Total  solids  (at  180~'C, )  355 
Iron  (total) :  Nil 

Metals  in  solution:  Nil 


OPINION. 

The  analytical  characteristics  of  this  water  are  well  maintained,  the 
only  difference  from  the  previous  analysis  (our  certificate  No. 4^5. E)  that 
is  worth  mentioning  being  a  slight  reduction  in  the  hardness.  The  organic 
quality  of  the  water  is  very  good  and  there  is  no  chemical  sign  of  pollution. 


(Signed)  ERIC  C„  WOOD. 

For  LINCOLNE  SUTTON  &  WOOD. 
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